The Divorce Suit

now be that their troubles would be solved* Mr* Parnell
entered the room, and Mr* Sexton acquainted him with
what had happened* He said that neither he nor those who
took his view of the situation had had time to think over the
proposal made by Mr* Clancy, and he suggested that the
debate should be adjourned until the following day at twelve
o'clock. This was agreed to, and as the party rose to leave
the room, Mr. Healy, recovering some of his devotion to
his chief, rose and said, while tears stood in his eyes: " I
wish to make a personal declaration in your regard, Mr.
ParnelL I wish to say that if you feel able to meet the party
on these points, my voice will be the first, on the very earliest
moment possible, consonant with the liberties of my country,
to call you back to your proper place as the leader of the
Irish race/* There was loud and prolonged applause, which
was renewed after Mr, Sexton had said: " I wish also to
say that I never for a moment abandoned the hope that, no
matter what might happen now, a day would come when
you would be leader of the Irish nation in a legislature where
none but Irish opinion would influence your position/*
Mr. Parnell did not reply*

VIII
On the following day, Thursday, December 4, the party
reassembled at twelve o'clock* Parnell immediately dealt
with the question of his retirement if the replies made by
Mr, Gladstone to the enquiries of the Irish Whips were satis-
factory. He began by stating that "my responsibility is
derived from you to some extent, to a large extent, but it is
also derived from a long train of circumstances and events
in which many of you, and I speak to you with great respect,
have had no share. My position has been granted to me,
not because I am the mere leader of a Parliamentary party,
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